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'Officer in the Spotlight' – Lieutenant Michael DiGiovani’


                             Interview by Theresa Congelosi


 


           I had the privilege of interviewing Lieutenant Michael DiGiovanni. Mike is the Lieutenant in charge of the 1st


platoon from 9:45pm till 5:45am





 I first asked Lieutenant DiGiovani: What inspired you to become a police officer?


 Lieutenant DiGiovani:  I knew someone who was a city police officer. I was a junior in High School, and this officer got me involved with a mini academy called PACTAC where I would actually walk the beat with police officers and follow them through their duties on the streets etc.  After high school, I applied and was accepted to MCC in the Liberal Arts program and then entered the Criminal Justice program. I began taking the police exams and the rest is history.  





Theresa:  How many years have you been with the Irondequoit Police Dept.?


 Lieutenant DiGiovani:  29 years.  I started with IPD on April 17th 1978





 Theresa:  Did you work for another Police Dept. or different job field before coming to IPD?


 Lieutenant DiGiovani:  I worked on an ambulance part time while in college and was also a chef in a nursing home. I then worked at McCurdys/Formans as a security officer where I later became supervisor and also did investigations. I was later made assistant manager for the company.





Theresa:  What are some of your duties as a Lieutenant? 


 Lieutenant DiGiovani:  I have various administrative duties which include taking care of attendance, and overseeing the Sergeants and other police officers on my platoon. I am in charge of firearms training, and do research and write lesson plans for such training. I also supervise the road patrol officers and have road duties along with the administrative portion of the job. I like to be out patrolling the streets as much as possible. At times when things get overwhelming in the office, it is good to get out and patrol the streets for a while, and then you are able to go back to the administrative duties again with a clear mind.





 Theresa:  What is your favorite part of your job?


 Lieutenant DiGiovani:  I like the variety that this job brings. Sometimes you are very busy and every day is different.  I also like teaching at the Academy Service Schools. I have done a wide variety of jobs in this department. I have done criminal and background investigations just to name a couple of other areas. 


     


Theresa:  What is the hardest part of being a Lieutenant?


 Lieutenant DiGiovani:  You have to be able to put your job in the proper perspective at all times.  Also at times it is hard on family life because of the hours we work.





Theresa:  How about family?


Lieutenant DiGiovani:  I am married and have 2 children, a son & a daughter.





Theresa:  Do you have any hobbies or interests?


Lieutenant DiGiovani:  Yes, I enjoy running, classic cars, tinkering with cars and reading about classic cars. I also enjoy camping with my family.





Theresa:  Are there any other interesting facts you would like to share such as awards, recognitions received etc?


 Lieutenant DiGiovani:  I am President of the Irondequoit Nightstick Club, and have been with them for 21 years. I am also Vice President of the Monroe County PBA.  I am a district representative of the Police Conference of New York, and also the recording secretary for ITALEO which is an organization of active and retired police officers of Italian descent. 





Theresa:  Thank You Lieutenant DiGiovanni for taking the time to do this interview for the IPDCPAAA.





      I enjoyed interviewing Lieutenant DiGiovanni. He is very easy to talk to, and I could tell he really enjoys his job, which he takes very seriously and does with great professionalism.


- Spotlight Reporter: Theresa Congelosi











