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'Officer in the Spotlight' – Sergeant Todd Fitzsimmons


                             Interview by Theresa Congelosi


 


I had the privilege of interviewing Sergeant Todd Fitzsimmons for our Officer in The Spotlight IPDCPAAA website feature. Sergeant Fitzsimmons is assigned to the First Platoon which is from 9:45pm till 5:45am.





 I first asked Sergeant Fitzsimmons: What inspired you to become a police officer?


 Sergeant Fitzsimmons:  My father was a police officer and I always had respect for police officers in my town of East Rochester. I began taking the Criminal Justice classes in High School through BOCES, and then later went to college to continue with my courses.





Theresa:  How many years have you been with the Irondequoit Police Dept.?


 Sergeant Fitzsimmons:  17 years.





Theresa:  Did you work for another Police Dept. or different job field before coming to IPD?


 Sergeant Fitzsimmons:  Yes, I started in East Rochester. They sent me to the academy, & I worked in East Rochester as a police officer for 3 years before coming to IPD.





Theresa:  What are some of your duties as Sergeant?


 Sergeant Fitzsimmons:  They include supervising the police officers on the platoon and guiding these officers. Also writing reports and doing reviews. I also do road patrol. I am in charge of the evidence technicians and Crime Scene unit which consists of 9 technicians. I train and oversee this unit. I am also on the Emergency Response Team, have been on the ATV unit, been an evidence technician for 14 years and a FTO (Field Training Officer) for 10 years.  





Theresa:  What is your favorite part of your job?


 Sergeant Fitzsimmons:  Being a mentor to, and helping the younger officers to learn all of the lessons that I learned when I was younger.





Theresa:  How about family? 


 Sergeant Fitzsimmons:  I am married and have 2 teenage sons.





Theresa:  Do you have any hobbies or interests?


 Sergeant Fitzsimmons:  Yes, I like to play golf, work out in the gym, putter around the house and build things.





Theresa:  Are there any other interesting facts you would like to share such as awards, recognitions received etc?


 Sergeant Fitzsimmons:  I have received Officer of the Year, a Unit Citation, and a Distinguished Service award.





It was a pleasure interviewing Sergeant Fitzsimmons.  He is very easy to talk to, has a great sense of humor, and has a lot of interesting experience.  I thanked him for taking time out of his busy schedule to do this interview for our website.





- Spotlight Reporter: Theresa Congelosi











