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'Officer in the Spotlight' – Officer James Erwin


                             Interview by Theresa Congelosi


 


I had the privilege of interviewing Officer James Erwin for our Officer in The Spotlight IPDCPAAA website feature. James currently works the 1st platoon which is from 9:45 pm until 5:45 am.





 I first asked James: What inspired you to become a police officer?


 James:  When I was a senior in high school, I took the law enforcement program through BOCES. Chief DiPasqual was the teacher of the course and also Chief of Police for Mount Morris at the time.





Theresa:  How many years have you been with the Irondequoit Police Dept.?


 James:  1 year.





Theresa:  Did you work for another Police Dept. or different job field before coming to IPD?


 James:  Yes, I started part time with the Nunda Police Department and worked there for 13 years, and when I left, I was the acting Chief of Police for the last 5 years. I also worked part time for the village of Mount Morris for 3 or 4 years.  In Livingston County, I worked part time with the Sheriff’s Department as a Deputy, then I went to Geneseo PD full time and after a year, I was able to transfer to IPD. I also worked for the Department of Corrections in the Waste Water field for 6 years.





Theresa:  What are some of your duties as a Police Officer? 


 James:  To answer complaint calls, traffic enforcement (road patrol) radar. Just to name a few.





Theresa:  What is your favorite part of your job?


 James:  I like answering complaint calls. I like to be busy. I really like the investigations part.


     


Theresa:  What is the hardest part of being a Police Officer?


 James:  The long hours and the stress on the family and missing family events. Any call dealing with small children who have been abused is always difficult. Also having to notify family members of the death of a loved one is never easy.





Theresa:  How about family? 


 James:  I am married with 2 children, a daughter and a son.





Theresa:  Do you have any hobbies or interests?


 James:  Yes, I like to hunt deer & turkey. I also coach my son’s Little League baseball.








 It was a pleasure interviewing Officer Erwin. I found that he had a lot of experience in law enforcement and really enjoys his job.  I thanked him for taking the time to do this interview for our website feature.





- Spotlight Reporter: Theresa Congelosi











