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'Officer in the Spotlight' – Officer Nick Chaimang’


                             Interview by Theresa Congelosi


 


     On April 7th 2006, I had the privilege of interviewing Officer Nick Chaimang for our Officer in The Spotlight IPDCPAAA website feature. Nick is currently assigned to the First Platoon with IPD and works Road Patrol from 9:45 p.m. till 5:45 a.m.





     I first asked Nick: What inspired you to become a police officer?


   Nick:  I was a corrections officer for 4 years and because of this, I wanted to take a more proactive approach to law enforcement.  After a particular incident, when I saw nefarious elements of society preying on an innocent man over a quarter, this incident was the catalyst that made me want to put certain elements of society behind bars to protect the public.





   Theresa:  How many years have you been with the Irondequoit Police Dept.?


   Nick:  Almost 5 years.





   Theresa:  Did you work for another Police Dept. or different job field before coming to IPD?


   Nick:  Yes, I worked for RPD (Rochester Police Department) on Road Patrol for 2 years, and before that I worked in Broome County Sheriff’s Department for 4 years as a Corrections Officer.





   Theresa:  What are some of your duties as a Police Officer? 


   Nick:  While on road patrol, I enforce penal laws and traffic laws, interview victims, suspects, witnesses, go to court etc. No matter what the call volume is, you have the opportunity to check out higher crime areas to target specific crime patterns in town. I am also a Technician with the department’s Technical Service Unit. As a Technician, you see different angles of police process such as the collection of items of evidentiary value that you may not consider in regular patrol duties that would help the prosecution process.





   Theresa:  What is your favorite part of your job?


   Nick:  To bring justice to victims, and to touch the lives of citizens or visitors in town in a positive manner. Sometimes you see your efforts come to fruition. Also the dynamics of this job, no two days are going to be alike, the unknown.  


     


   Theresa:  What is the hardest part of being a Police Officer?


   Nick:  The potential to be vilified by the news media & certain members of the public.  Public perception is a great part of this job.  No matter if what you’re doing is righteous, if it is viewed incorrectly or taken out of proportion; you’d still be “demonized”.





   Theresa:  Do you have any hobbies or interests?


   Nick:  Yes, I like to work out. I jog at least 5 days a week, 4 miles a day. I also enjoy skeet shooting, fishing, I like to go mountain biking on the trails in the town.  I have a motorcycle and I like to drive that in the country side.





   Theresa:  Are there any other interesting facts you would like to share such as awards, recognitions received etc?


   Nick:  Awards/recognitions are nice and I have some, but they do not define me. I am honored to work with the men and women of this department. They make me want to aspire to be better.  An interesting fact about me is that I like to live my life by this guiding tenet…. “Look to this day, for tomorrow is but a vision, and yesterday was only a dream. But for every today well lived, makes every yesterday a dream of happiness and every tomorrow a vision of hope.”  This quote is from an unknown poet.  





      I thanked Nick for taking the time to do this interview for our website feature. I could tell that he really enjoys his job as a Police Officer.





- Spotlight Reporter: Theresa Congelosi











