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'Officer in the Spotlight' – Officer Hector Cartagena’


                             Interview by Theresa Congelosi


 


      I had the privilege of interviewing Officer Hector Cartagena for our Officer in The Spotlight  IPD CPAAA website feature. Hector is currently assigned to the Third Platoon with IPD and works Road Patrol from 1:45 p.m. till 9:45 p.m.





     I first asked Hector: What inspired you to become a police officer?


   Hector:  I spent 4 years in the Marine Corps., and I was unsure what I wanted to do. Someone suggested that I consider a job in law enforcement and that is how it started for me.





   Theresa:  How many years have you been with the Irondequoit Police Dept.?


   Hector:  Almost 3 years.





   Theresa:  Did you work for another Police Dept. or different job field before coming to IPD?


   Hector:  Yes, I was with RPD (Rochester Police Department) for 2 years on Road Patrol before coming to IPD.





   Theresa:  What are some of your duties as a Police Officer? 


   Hector:  While on road patrol, I enforce traffic laws etc. dealing with traffic violations, MVA’s (Motor Vehicle Accidents) etc. I respond to various calls that come in. I sometimes have to counsel citizens and am involved with intervention in family problems.





   Theresa:  What is your favorite part of your job?


   Hector:  When I know that I have been able to help someone. When I am called to a domestic situation and a child is involved, I like the one on one interaction with the child and myself and being able to teach them about life through my own experiences, and help them to deal with what they are going through.   


     


   Theresa:  What is the hardest part of being a Police Officer?


   Hector:  When I have to deal with a DOA (Dead On Arrival) because I feel the loss and grief along with the family of the deceased.  I would also say, the time when I responded to a call for a man who was on a bridge attempting suicide by jumping off the bridge.  It was difficult to find the right words to get him down safely.





   Theresa:  Do you have any hobbies or interests?


   Hector:  I enjoy baseball, football, & weightlifting and I also like to cook.





   Theresa:  Are there any other interesting facts you would like to share such as awards, recognitions received etc?


   Hector:  I received Officer of The Month award from IPD in May of 2005, and I also received Officer of The Month from RPD in 2001.


 


   Theresa:  Thank You Hector for agreeing to do this interview for the IPD CPAAA.





    I enjoyed interviewing Officer Cartagena. He is very easy to talk to, and has a great sense of humor. He does his job with both pride and professionalism and it is evident that he really enjoys his job. 








- Spotlight Reporter: Theresa Congelosi











