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'Officer in the Spotlight' – Captain Mark Bonsignore


                             Interview by Theresa Congelosi


 


On January 18th 2006, I had the privilege of interviewing Captain Mark Bonsignore for our Officer in The Spotlight IPDCPAAA website feature. 





     I first asked Captain Bonsignore: What inspired you to become a police officer?


   Captain Bonsignore:  It was idealistic at the time. I was working for the FBI in Washington DC as a fingerprint examiner. I then decided to take the test for Police Officer in Monroe County. I passed the test, and in March of 1979, I entered the academy and the rest is history.  





   Theresa:  How many years have you been with the Irondequoit Police Dept.?


   Captain Bonsignore: 27 years.





   Theresa:  Did you work for another Police Dept. or different job field before coming to IPD?


   Captain Bonsignore:  Yes, with the FBI.





   Theresa:  What are some of your duties as Captain? 


   Captain Bonsignore:  They include management of Administrative Division, Records, clerical staff, grants, & budgeting, information management, New York State Accreditation, Internal Affairs, &Technical Services.  I am a liaison to the courts, and I also serve on a lot of state & county committees. 





   Theresa:  What is your favorite part of your job?


   Captain Bonsignore: To make available the greatest amount of information to the police officers working on the road. By getting the information to the officers in a timely manner, it makes their job easier and also makes them more effective.     





   Theresa:  What is the hardest part of being a Captain?


   Captain Bonsignore:  Being distanced from what I originally became a police officer for such as the day to day patrol work, investigations, and the constant interaction with the public. 





   Theresa:  How about family?                                                                                                           


   Captain Bonsignore:  I have been married to my wife Beth for 25 years. She also worked with me at the FBI.  We have a daughter Dana who is 23 and just completed graduate school at Nazareth with a Masters in education. We also have a son Joshua who is 20 and is still trying to determine what he wants to do the rest of his life.  





   Theresa:  Do you have any hobbies or interests?


   Captain Bonsignore:  Yes, I enjoy riding my motorcycle & playing golf.  I also like to run. My wife and I love to travel. I was also a soccer coach for 15 years and I decided to take this year off.





   Theresa:  Are there any other interesting facts you would like to share such as awards, recognitions received etc?


   Captain Bonsignore:  I have a Masters in Public Administration from SUNY Brockport. I also have an undergraduate degree in Sociology from Walsh University in North Canton, Ohio.





 It was a pleasure interviewing Captain Bonsignore.  He is very easy to talk to, and has a lot of interesting experience. I found it very interesting that he worked with the FBI. I thanked him for taking time out of his busy schedule to do this interview for our website. 





- Spotlight Reporter: Theresa Congelosi











