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'Officer in the Spotlight' – Officer Mark Bean


                             Interview by Theresa Congelosi


 


     On August 16th, 2005, I had the privilege of interviewing Officer Mark Bean, for our Officer in The Spotlight IPDCPAAA website feature. Mark currently works days at the IPD.





     I first asked Mark: What inspired you to become a police officer?


     Mark:  Ever since I was a kid, I remember being interested in law enforcement and I thought it would be a great career choice.  My younger brother is also a Deputy in Livingston County.   


 


    Theresa:  How many years have you been with the Irondequoit Police Dept.?


    Mark: 7 years.





    Theresa:  Did you work for another Police Dept. or different job field before coming to IPD?


    Mark:  Yes, I worked for Livingston County’s Sheriff’s Department in the jail and also road patrol and then became Sergeant of the Technician’s Unit. 





    Theresa:  What are some of your duties as a police officer?                                                                       


    Mark:  I am currently in the Investigation Unit. I investigate major crimes, felonies etc. In the Tech unit I do documentation, evidence collection, preservation etc. My duties also included road patrol and I am a D.A.R.E. officer.





   Theresa:  What is your favorite part of your job?


   Mark: I would say the ability to help people when it’s needed, and knowing you’ve done the right thing and can feel good about yourself.  In my job, there is always something new every day.  I really like my job and look forward to coming in to work every day.





   Theresa:  What is the hardest part of being a Police Officer?


   Mark:   I would have to say that starting out new in any job is difficult.  Also it’s kind of tough with family life. Holidays and family functions are sometimes tough, when we think of Holidays as being happy times, we also have to realize that crimes still happen and we must respond to these crimes.  Also, the emotional part of this job can sometimes be tough as the outcomes of the crimes we deal with are not always positive and we must deal with all the emotions involved, and it is sometimes difficult not to get attached. 





   Theresa: How about family?                                                                                                                 


   Mark:  I am married and have 1 daughter.





   Theresa:  Do you have any hobbies or interests?


   Mark:  Yes, I enjoy woodworking. I also do a lot of home repair and I love being with my family on my days off.





Theresa:  Are there any interesting facts you would like to share such as awards, recognitions received etc?  


 Mark:  I recently received a lifesaving award. I also have several Officer of The Month awards and Outstanding Police work.  Also unit citations where your whole unit did a good job. 





    Theresa:  Thank you Mark for agreeing to do this interview.  Officer Bean was very easy to talk to, and I could tell he really enjoys what he does. I thought his job is very interesting, especially the Technician Unit duties.


    


- Spotlight Reporter: Theresa Congelosi











