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'Officer in the Spotlight' – Officer John Ballesty


                             Interview by Theresa Congelosi


 


    On May 27th 2005, I had the privilege of interviewing Officer John Ballesty, our third Officer in The Spotlight for our IPD CPAAA website feature. John is currently assigned to the First Platoon with IPD and works Road Patrol from 9:45 p.m. till 5:45 a.m.


 


    I first asked John: What inspired you to become a police officer?


    John:  I had a friend who was a Sheriff, and after I got out of the Navy, we met up and talked and he encouraged me to try out for a job in law enforcement so I did, and “the rest is history.”  


 


    Theresa:  How many years have you been with the Irondequoit Police Dept.?


     John: Approximately 7 ½ years.


  


    Theresa:  Did you work for another Police Dept. or different job field before coming to IPD?


     John:  Yes, I worked for an out of county Sheriff’s department.  I also worked for a year as a narcotics investigator with G.R.A.N.E.T (Greater Rochester Area Narcotics Enforcement Team.)  My duties included sting operations, executing search warrants (raids) and also surveillance


 


    Theresa:  What are some of your duties as a police officer?                                                                       


     John:  I work road patrol, and bike patrol. I am also an FTO (Field Training Officer). I train new officers, and also officers who have been transferred from other departments.  I am also an evidence technician.





    Theresa:  What is your favorite part of your job?


     John:  I would say narcotics investigation.  I guess I would say that I really enjoy all aspects of my job.


 


    Theresa:  What is the hardest part of being a Police Officer?


     John:   Seeing the same clients time and time again.  Our Criminal Justice System is so overwhelmed, that the offenders are placed in detention without any thoughts as to how we can change their criminal behavior.  Once they are released from incarceration, they go right back to committing crimes.  If we could attack the cause of criminal behavior, which I suspect begins early in life and involves a person’s environment, we could greatly reduce criminal conduct in a generation’s time.     





   Theresa:  Do you have any hobbies or interests?


     John:  I enjoy reading, exercising, working outdoors and woodworking.





    Theresa:  Thank You John for agreeing to do this interview for the IPD CPAAA..


    


I enjoyed interviewing Officer Ballesty.  He has a lot of experience in many areas. I think being an evidence technician is very interesting to me, and also the narcotics investigation aspect.  I could tell that John is very much a professional, and enjoys what he does and does it well.  He also has a great sense of humor which helps greatly in any job profession.


                                                                - Spotlight Reporter: Theresa Congelosi











