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'Officer in the Spotlight' – Officer Jason Allen  


                                 Interview by Theresa Congelosi


 


     On January 16th 2005 I had the privilege of interviewing Officer Jason Allen, our first 'Officer in the Spotlight' for our IPD-CPAAA website feature. Jason is currently assigned to the First Platoon with IPD and works Road Patrol from 9:45 p.m. till 5:45 a.m.


 


     I first asked Jason: What inspired you to become a police officer?


     Jason:  “It’s in my blood.” My grandfather was a Police Sergeant in Wayne County for a number of years and my Grandmother also worked in the Department.  I also shadowed with the Sheriff’s Department when I was in High School.  Then, I had a motorcycle accident, and while I was recovering from that, I started to prioritize what I wanted to do with my life and that’s where it began. 


 


     Theresa:  How many years have you been with the Irondequoit Police Dept.?


     Jason:   2 years and 8 months.


 


     Theresa:  Did you work for another Police Dept. or different job field before coming to IPD?


     Jason:  Yes, I started with Seneca County Sheriff’s Dept working Road Patrol and Navigation (boats) for about a year.  Due to budget cuts, I went to the Wolcott Police Dept. in Wayne County and worked Road Patrol and Bike Patrol for another year.  I then went to Lyons Police Dept (also in Wayne County) and worked Road and Bike Patrol for another year, and then due to budget cuts I began desperately seeking agencies in Monroe County, especially Irondequoit.  I was contacted by the Palmyra Police Chief in Wayne County and worked Road & Bike Patrol for about a year, and then, my wish was granted and I was hired by the Irondequoit Police Department on June 1st 2002.


 


     Theresa:  What are some of your duties as a Police Officer?


     Jason:  As a Road Patrol Officer, some of my duties include protecting the community and businesses, making our presence known, patrolling the highways, arresting individuals when necessary, and executing warrants.  Especially during the hours of the First Platoon, (9:45 p.m – 5:45 a.m.) the public is asleep and basically, we are the “watchful eyes” keeping the communities safe.


 


     Theresa:  What is your favorite part of your job?


     Jason:  I would say that it is the “Brotherhood” we share with each other in this department as well as the “Brotherhood” we share with other different law enforcement agencies.


 


     Theresa:  What is the hardest part of being a Police Officer?


      Jason:   I would say that seeing crimes that have been committed against children, disabled individuals, and the elderly is the hardest part of my job.  Everyone should be able to feel safe when they leave their homes to go to work, shopping, school etc. and unfortunately, we see the victims of various crimes that have been committed against children, disabled individuals and the elderly. “I have a big heart when it comes to the citizens”


 


     Theresa:   Do you have any hobbies or interests?


     Jason:  I enjoy fishing, the outdoors, and even some photography.


 


     Theresa:  Are there any interesting facts about you that you would like to share such as awards, recognitions received etc?


     Jason:  I served four years in the Army Reserve as a Combat Medic, and four years in the National Guard with the Military Police.


 


     Theresa:  Thank You Jason for agreeing to do this interview for the IPD-CPAAA.


      As I did this interview, I could really tell that Officer Allen is very dedicated to his job.  He was very easy to talk to and I could tell that he not only takes his job very seriously, but he enjoys what he does.


                                                                 - Spotlight Reporter: Theresa Congelosi











